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Mission and Vision

JA’s mission is to inspire and prepare young people to succeed in a global economy.
Through learning experiences led by volunteer role models, we equip students with
essential knowledge and skills. Our vision is for young people to develop the skillset and
mindset to build thriving communities.

We collaborate with local youth and community members to promote greater
social and economic equity through programs focused on financial literacy,
work and career readiness, and entrepreneurship.

Believe in the boundless potential of young people to be future leaders 
Inspire curiosity through education and exposure to possibilities
Teach and model skills that help to build a more inclusive and equitable community

Welcome and Overview

Sincerely,

Bernadine Venditto Michael Steinharter
President, JA of Greater Fairfield County Chair, JA of Greater Fairfield County Board of Directors
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Programs and Pathways

Core Values

Dear JA Supporters,

At Junior Achievement of Greater Fairfield County (JAGFC), we are committed to providing
students with a continuum of learning that helps guide them toward a brighter future. This
framework of Inspire – Prepare – Succeed directs our strategic growth and community impact.
Our student-centered approach empowers young people to become the workforce
professionals, community leaders, business owners, and change agents that will shape the
future of our communities.

Our core work, centered on financial literacy, work and career readiness, and entrepreneurship,
is essential for any student, but especially for those from marginalized and disadvantaged
communities. JA levels the playing field, providing access to economic opportunities and
resources. We address the wealth and opportunity gaps, giving young people the tools to build
generational wealth and a pathway to economic mobility for a more equitable and inclusive
society.

We hope this report inspires you to support our mission and the students we serve.
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Financial Summary and Service Territory 3

Service Territory

Greater Danbury Area: 
Bethel, Brookfield, Danbury, Monroe, New
Fairfield, New Milford, Newtown,
Redding, Ridgefield, Sherman, Wilton

Valley Area:
Ansonia, Derby, Seymour, Shelton

Lower Fairfield County Area:
Darien, Greenwich, New Canaan,
Norwalk, Stamford, Weston

Greater Bridgeport Area:
Bridgeport, Easton, Fairfield, Stratford,
Trumbull, Westport 

Service territory shows where we can provide
program. The towns and schools receiving services
vary from year to year.

*JAGFC priority district

Total Revenue Total Expenses
$1,388, 583 $1,456,011

Foundations
39%

Special Events
19%

Individual
18%

Government
9%

Other
3%

Program Services*
75%

*Includes non-functional
expense for JA USA

program license.

Financials



2023-24 Demographics

2023-24 Student Impact

54
Schools and

Organizations Served

620
Volunteers
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65,985
Hours spent

with students
14.1% increase over previous

 school year

13,694
Students

22.5% increase over previous
 school year

Equipping young
people to own
their economic

success

51.33% Low to Moderate Income*

*According to student eligibility for free or reduced-price meals as reported by the CT State
Department of Education

Impact Statements

Surveys of local students from the 2023-24 school year show the following:

90% of students feel more confident in their ability to
successfully compete in the workforce in the future.
83% indicated that their JA volunteer gave them
confidence that they can pursue any career they are willing
to prepare for.
84% reported that what they learned in their JA program
will help them become more successful in a business
environment.
93% said that, because of their JA program, they developed
clearer aspirations for their financial future.

83%
Percentage of

hours spent with
students in our
priority districts

Hispanic/Latinx - 44.5%

White - 34%

Black or African American - 13.9%

Asian - 4.1%

Multi-Racial - 3.5%

Elementary School - 39%
Middle School - 25%
High School - 35%
Post High School/Other - 1%



In collaboration with our partners, JA empowers the next generation by
providing them with the knowledge and skills needed to create successful
futures. Here are some of our highlights from this past school year.

5Success Stories

JA Stock Market Challenge

Wells Fargo Job Shadow

JA in a Day in Spanish at Julia Stark Elementary School

For the first time in many years, JA of Greater Fairfield County hosted the JA Stock Market
Challenge at University of Connecticut’s Stamford campus. After engaging with the JA Take
Stock in Your Future curriculum, over 120 high school students from our region gathered to put
their knowledge and skills to the test. They analyzed the impact of current events on the
market, assessed the risks and rewards of trading, and explored the benefits and challenges of
long-term investing to accumulate the largest portfolio and be awarded as the champion of
the JA Stock Market Challenge! Some of our students went on to participate in the national
virtual competition, where they placed among the top 12 teams. 

A select group of students from Central High School (Bridgeport) met with employees at Wells
Fargo for a firsthand look at the world of banking and finance at the company’s Hudson Yards
offices in New York City. The students’ experience started with visits from Wells Fargo
employees. Students visited Wells Fargo’s trading floor, gaining insights on sales and trading,
along with valuable advice for a successful career in the financial services industry.

One of our longstanding partners, Henkel, sent a dozen of their employees to volunteer at a
JA in a Day for fourth-grade students at Julia Stark Elementary School in Stamford. Notably,
all Spanish-speaking students (newcomers to Stark) participated in the JA in a Day
experience as well. The class was taught by two Spanish-speaking Henkel volunteers who
were able to utilize JA’s Spanish-translated digital activities to drive impact for the students.
They discussed how to become an entrepreneur, characteristics of an entrepreneur, supply
chain, and more.

“All of the curriculum we had prepared me for this moment. It paid off!"

“I am so grateful I got this opportunity to help me decide what I want for my future.”



Emeritus Board

Lower Fairfield County Advisory Board

Michael Steinharter,  Chair

Andrew Gold, Vice Chair

Craig Winslow, Treasurer
President & Chief Credit Officer
Mountain Ridge Capital

Lynn Padell, Secretary

Bernadine Venditto, President
JA of Greater Fairfield County

Michele Bonvicini
Director of Community Relations
Union Savings Bank

Ben Daniels
Partner
Robinson + Cole LLP

Terri-Ann Dautzenberg
Partner
PwC

Peter Fazekas
Director of Corporate Communications
Aquarion Water Company

Tina Foraker-Blackwell

David Howard
Managing Partner
EY

H. Michael Keden
Managing Director
JPMorgan Chase Bank

Barbara Keegan
Senior Vice President
Wells Fargo Bank

Zina Lazaridis
Managing Director
KPMG

Sonia Malloy
Owner/President
SPLURGE

Chris Merrill
Chief Marketing Officer
Synchrony

Renee Molnar
Principal
BDO

John Namnun
SVP, Retail Regional Manager
M&T Bank

Rashi Ray
Partner
Marcum LLP

Newman Rochester Jr.
VP, Strategic Relationship Manager
Prudential Financial

Robert Salaga
VP, Strategic Account Executive
Strada

Laura Sheehy

Melanie Strout
Community Engagement Manager
School and State Finance Project

Franz Warren
Regional Director
JPMorgan Chase Bank

Marissa Weidner
Chief Corporate Responsibility Officer
Webster Bank

Karen Zeilnhofer
Managing Director, Independence & Conflicts Network
Deloitte, LLP

Cosmo Alberico, retired | William Brasser, retired | Ronald Faanes, retired | Leo Hansen, retired |
George Logan, Aquarion Water Company | Bud McDonald, EY | D. Robert Morris, Pullman & Comley,
LLC | Traci Morris, retired | Tom Quindlen, retired | Thomas Santa, Santa Energy Corporation | Robert
Scinto, R.D. Scinto, Inc. | Ugo Zullo, retired

Sonia Malloy, SPLURGE | Trevor Bradley, Robinson & Cole LLP | Mike Guarnieri, retired | Albert Schenck, KeyBank |
Phil Baity, JPMorgan Chase Bank | Anthony Sanches, retired | Marvin Solomon, Wells Fargo Bank | Veronica
DiLullo, P-TECH Norwalk High School | Clifford Williams, Eversource | Debbie Williams, JA Worldwide

6 Board Members
Board of Directors



Junior Achievement of Greater Fairfield County relies on the generosity, time, and talent of many individuals,
corporations, foundations, and organizations. Special thanks to the following supporters who helped to make
our 2023-24 year a success. 

7Contributors

AIG
Cosmo J. Alberico
The Albert Wadsworth and Helen Clark  
  Meserve Memorial Fund
Albourne America LLC
Anonymous
Aon
Aquarion Water Company
ASML
Bank of America Corporation
Bank of Ireland
The Barden Foundation Inc.
Barnum Financial Group
Bill Bassett
Bedoukian Research Inc.
BIC Corporation
Gary W. Blase
Boehringer Ingelheim Cares Foundation
Michele Bonvicini
Paul and Tricia Bossidy
The Brasser Family
Bridgeport Caribe Youth Leaders
Mike Brown
BTX Logistics
Steve Bugg
Colin Burns
Amy Cameron
Capital One Financial Corporation
Alberto and Laura Casellas
Citi Treasury & Trade Solutions
City of Bridgeport
City of Shelton
Comcast Corporation
Edward C. Cronin
Ben Daniels
Terri-Ann Dautzenberg
Harold J. Dean
Michael E. DeDomenico
Deloitte & Touche LLP
Derby-Shelton Rotary Club
Donnelly Financial Services
Elisabeth C. DeLuca Foundation, Inc.
Equifax
The Ernest and Joan Trefz Foundation
Ernst & Young LLP
Eversource Energy
FactSet
Fairfield University
Matt Farley
Peter Fazekas
John J. Fiedler
Fieldpoint Private
First County Bank Foundation
Fiserv
Tina Foraker-Blackwell
Franklin Templeton
Fred R. & Hazel W. Carstensen Memorial   
  Foundation, Inc.
FTI Consulting
Garafalo Markets, LLC

General Reinsurance Corporation
Global Jet Capital
Andrew Gold
Scott Goldenberg
Ramsey Goodrich
David W. Goodrich
Sam Greenberg
Kevin R. Griffin
Michael Guarnieri
Hampford Research, Inc.
Leo Hansen
Henkel Corporation
Henry E. Niles Foundation, Inc.
Hilco Diligence Services
Horizons at Sacred Heart University
David Howard
Iroquois Pipeline Operating Company
Island Management, LLC
Eric Johnson
Reginald L. Jones
Doug Jung
Katharine Matthies Foundation, 
  Bank of America, N.A., Trustee
H. Michael Keden
Barbara A. Keegan
KeyBank Foundation
KPMG LLP
Zina Lazaridis
Linde PLC
George Logan
Louis J. Casale Jr. Charitable 
  Foundation Inc.
Lumina Foundation
Jamison and Ashley Lynch
M&T Charitable Foundation
Sonia Malloy
Steven Margolis
Bud McDonald
Robert McMahon
Chris Merrill
Metro Business Systems, Inc.
The Michael & Robin Lally Forward
  Foundation
Arthur Mintzer
Renee Molnar
Michael J. Moore
Robert Morris
Traci Morris
William Murray
Maran Nalluswami
John Namnun
Nationwide Marketing Group
Near & Far Aid Association, Inc.
OceanArc Capital
Odyssey Logistics Corporation
Olympus Partners
Darrell Owens
Lynn Padell and Robert Altbaum
Jean Pierre Paquin
Patripabre Capital LLC

Peckham Family Foundation
Frank Pelli
Pequot Running Club Inc.
Peralta Design
Petit Family Foundation
Pitney Bowes Inc.
Prime Financial Services
Prudential Foundation
PwC
Thomas and Michele Quindlen
Nick Racanelli
Rashi and Shiladitya Ray
Raymond P. Lavietes Foundation
John and Patricia Rayner
Really Good Stuff
The Richard Davoud Donchian Foundation
Robinson & Cole
Newman Rochester Jr.
Robert Salaga
Andrew Salter
Santa Energy Corporation
Thomas Santa
Savings Bank of Danbury
Bart W. Schaller
Robert D. Scinto
Christina Selby
Laura Sheehy
Sidley Austin LLP
Edward Simoneau
State of Connecticut Social Equity Council
Michael Steinharter
Melanie R. Strout
Synchrony Financial
TD Charitable Foundation
Terex Corporation
The TJX Companies, Inc.
TruStage
The Tudor Foundation Inc.
Union Savings Bank Foundation
United Healthcare Services
University of Bridgeport
The UPS Store
Valley Community Foundation
Franz Warren
Webster Bank
Marissa Weidner
The Weller Foundation, Inc.
Wells Fargo
Brian Wenzel
The Wiener Philanthropy
WillowTree, LLC
Winged Foot Golf Club
Craig Winslow
Carol A. Wolff
Yale New Haven Health Bridgeport Hospital
Dixon Yee
Karen Zeilnhofer
Ugo Zullo



Scan the QR code to stay
connected with JAGFC!


